[image: image4.jpg]HERE IS
THE POINT




[image: image2.jpg]Abraham's Faith

Romans 4:1-5; 9-15




Dr. Joe K. Taylor, Senior Pastor, South Reno Baptist Church, Reno, NV   (    August 3, 2014 

All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.  (  Pew Bible: 1038.
In the Study Verse Section, God’s Word is printed in regular faced text with Pastor Joe’s commentary in the smaller faced text.
Biblical words, underlined with dots, are explained in the brackets.
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A. The question answered was, “Are we saved by faith of by works?” The answers is, “We are saved by faith—alone—in Jesus Christ.” 
B. Life is short, death is sure, sin is the cause and Christ is the cure. 

C. Assignment: Watch “The Ballad of Martin Luther” by Marc Hayes.
((
B

y faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  


- Hebrews 11:8–10, NIV84
((
By faith Abraham….
1. ____________ Abraham received his faith.

A. It did not come about by his works. 
STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 4:1–2, HCSB - 1 What then can we say that Abraham, our physical ancestor, has found? [eg., “Because we agree that Abraham is the peerless example of a justified man in God’s sight, why don’t we look at him carefully in order to determine the basis of his justification?”] 2 If Abraham was justified by works, he [indeed] has something to brag about—but not before God…4 Now to the one who works, pay is not considered as a gift [which salvation is], but as something owed. 
B. It did come about by his faith. 
STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 4:3, HCSB - 3 For what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him for righteousness [rf., Genesis 5:16—Moses was inspired to write of Abraham that he was right with God only because of his faith in God]…5 But to the one who does not work [for salvation], but believes on Him who declares the ungodly to be righteous, his faith is credited [Gk: lo-giz-omai, carries the economic and legal meaning of crediting something to another’s person’s account as a gift] for righteousness. 
Genesis 15:6, HCSB - 6 Abram [the original name of Abraham] believed the Lord, and He credited it to him as righteousness. 
2. ____________ Abraham received his faith. 

A. He received it before he was circumcised. 

Romans 4:9–12, HCSB - 9 Is this blessing only for the circumcised, then? Or is it also for the uncircumcised? For we say, Faith was credited to Abraham for righteousness. 10 In what way then was it credited—while he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while he was circumcised, but uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while still uncircumcised. This was to make him the father of all who believe but are not circumcised, so that righteousness may be credited to them also. 12 And he became the father of the circumcised, who are not only circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith our father Abraham had while he was still uncircumcised. 
B. He received it before the giving of the law. 

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 4:13–15, HCSB - 13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would inherit the world was not through the law, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 If those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made empty and the promise is canceled. 15 For the law produces wrath. And where there is no law, [The chronology of the Jewish Scriptures proves Paul’s point here.  As every Jew well knew, the law was revealed to Moses but not until more than five hundred years after Abraham lived.  Therefore, the patriarch Abraham obviously had no way of knowing what the law required, therefore] there is no transgression [counted against Abraham]. 
[image: image1.jpg]5 NOT A5#A~M£D

A Study of the Book

TROMANS

LISTENING NOTES

- ,oq"
- - ,?"-’ - -




	
	God is not  impressed with your works or with mine.  All that touches the heart of God is our faith in Him.
Faith in Christ is the only thing that will save our souls. 


Answers to “Abraham’s Faith” Sermon
Dr. Joe K. Taylor, Senior Pastor, South Reno Baptist Church, Reno, NV   (    August 24, 2014

1. How 
2. When
