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All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.  (  Pew Bible: 1037.
In the Study Verse Section, God’s Word is printed in regular faced text with Pastor Joe’s commentary in the smaller faced text.
Biblical words, underlined with dots, are explained in the brackets.
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A. The judgment of God is inescapable, impartial and universal.
B. At the end of time, the deeds of each person will have been weighted and found lacking.  Our works cannot save us—they only help us realize we are indeed lost.  

C. Our only hope for salvation is found in the blood of Jesus.  Our hope is built on “Nothing but of Blood of Jesus.” 
((
1. Ruleigion doesn’t practice what in preaches. 
STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 2:17–24, HCSB - 17 Now if you call yourself a Jew, and rest in the law,[Gk: kat​​​echeo, Lit., being instructed in the Law, it derives into out word, “Catechism”]  boast in God, 18 know His will, and approve the things that are superior, being instructed from the law [but don’t really apply it], 19 and if you are convinced that you are [lit., should be] a guide for the blind, a light to those in darkness, 20 an instructor of the ignorant, a teacher of the immature, having the full expression of knowledge and truth in the law— 21 you then, who teach another, don’t you teach yourself? You who preach, “You must not steal”—do you steal? 22 You who say, “You must not commit adultery”—do you commit adultery? You who detest idols, do you rob their temples? 23 You who boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 For, as it is written: The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you. 

Five Sources of Jewish Arrogance in the First Century (comparison)
1. Title (They are called Jews; we are called Christians)
2. Possession of Divine Truth (it belonged to “them”; Bible belongs to all)

3. Unique relationship with God (Jews, through their blood; Christians, through His blood.)

4. Knowledge of God’s will (Jews knew the future and did nothing, We are doing the same.)

5. Responsibility to the nations (They were charged with presenting the Messiah to the world; Christians are given the same charge.)
2. Rueligion focuses on external rituals rather than 

     an internal relationship.  
STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 2:25–29a, HCSB - 25 For circumcision [which was commanded in Genesis 17 foe every Jew, eight days old; there is no doubt this surgery was symbolic of (1) the sinfulness of man that was passed from generation to generation; (2) it was a graphic symbol of the need for removing sin, via the blood sacrifice; it became the sign of being a Jew.  It was “daily reminder that blood must be spilled for the remission of sins”
] benefits you if you observe the law, but if you are a lawbreaker, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 Therefore if an uncircumcised man keeps the law’s requirements, will his uncircumcision not be counted as circumcision? 27 A man who is physically uncircumcised, but who fulfills the law, will judge you who are a lawbreaker in spite of having the letter of the law and circumcision. 28 For a person is not a Jew who is one outwardly, and true circumcision is not something visible in the flesh. 29 On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart—by the Spirit, not the letter. 

3. Rueligion seeks the praises of men, not God. 

Romans 2:29, HCSB - 29 On the contrary, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart—by the Spirit, not the letter. That man’s praise [a play on words in the Greek: the word “Jew” comes from “Judah” which means “praise from God”] is not from men [as was common in the first century] but from God. 
	Life Application Section:  “Conclusions we can draw from all of Scripture”


1. Live what you say you believe—but know it may cost you.

2. Practice what you preach—and make it right when you don’t.

3. Be completely committed to God.

4. Focus more on the inward—less on the outward. 
5. Be humble, yet confident—The Lord IS coming again soon!
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	God cares more about the ‘circumcision of the heart’ than a ‘circumcision of the flesh’—Our relationship with Christ comes first, then true religion and works will follow.


Ephesians 2:8–10, NASB95 - 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works….
� MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (1991). Romans (p. 159). Chicago: Moody Press.





