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Dr. Joe K. Taylor, Senior Pastor, South Reno Baptist Church, Reno, NV   (    March 30, 2014 
All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.  (  Pew Bible: Page 1035.
In the Study Verse Section, God’s Word is printed in regular faced text with Pastor Joe’s commentary in the smaller faced text.
Biblical words, underlined with dots, are explained in the brackets.
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A. Jesus Christ, according to God’s eternal plan, was predicted long before He appeared and combined in Himself the nature of God and man.  It is Jesus who draws all men to Himself through obedient, saving faith.
B. We must accept NO SUBSTITUTE for salvation other than by faith in Jesus Christ. 

C. Last week’s pretrial information: 1. His credentials (Paul’s ministry) and         2. His Christ (Paul’s message).
The Court Record (Continued)
3. His Church (Paul’s motivation)
A. The Church’s “faith response” to the gospel. 
STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:8, HCSB - 8 First [there is no ‘second’’ PHE, “I must begin…”] I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all [not 80% but all of them] of you because the news of your faith is being reported in all the world [meaning ‘the Roman world’]. 

B. The gospel subjected his (Paul’s) spirit to God’s son. 

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:9, HCSB - 9 For God, whom I serve [from the same root word in “worship”] with my spirit [a modern idiom would be “from the bottom of my heart”] in telling the good news about His Son, is my witness that I constantly mention you, 

C. The gospel stirred him to pray without ceasing.

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:10, HCSB - 10 always asking [lit., a humorous euphemism, “tickle in my throat”; he can’t stop] in my prayers that if it is somehow in God’s will, I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 

     D. The gospel stirred him to make a difference.

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:11–13, HCSB -  11 For I want very much to see you, so I may impart to you some spiritual gift  [see below] to strengthen you, 12 that is, to be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 13 Now I want you to know [Paul uses this phrase frequently calling attention to something of great importance], brothers, that I often planned to come to you (but was prevented until now) in order that I might have a fruitful ministry among you, just as among the rest of the Gentiles. 
“’Gifts’ (fruits) were thought of in three ways”
( Attitudes 

Galatians 5:22–23, HCSB - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

( Activity

Romans 6:22, HCSB - 22 But now, since you have been liberated from sin and have become enslaved to God, you have your fruit, which results in sanctification—and the end is eternal life! 

( Addition

Acts 16:5, HCSB - 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in number daily. 

     E. The gospel stirred with an eagerness to reach all men. 

STUDY VERSE SECTION - Romans 1:14–15, HCSB - 14 I am obligated [lit., indebted] both to Greeks [rf., cultured] and barbarians [rf., uncultured], both to the wise [rf., educated] and the foolish [uneducated]. 15 So I am eager [lit., ‘ready’] to preach the good news to you also who are in Rome. 

	Life Application Section:  “How has the gospel affected you?”


1. Have you been changed by the gospel?  (Other religions spell ‘faith’ D O; we spell it  __  __  __  __.)  Have you truly come to Christ by faith?
2. Check list: Prayers?  Attitudes? Activity? Additions?  Sense of obligation?
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	“It’s the gospel that changes us—not our works.”
I wouldn’t trust the best 15 minutes I ever lived to save me.  I have trusted Christ to save me. - JKT


Theological Summary: It is our faith response to Jesus Christ that produces significant and visible change in our lives.  Paul wrote the Romans because in could do nothing else. He was so changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ that he wanted to share it with the whole world—including the capital of the known world, Rome itself.
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