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Dr. Joe K. Taylor, Senior Pastor, South Reno Baptist Church, Reno, NV   (    Sunday, December 14, 2014
All Scriptures are printed verbatim with translations noted.


Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  
- Matthew 1:20–21, NLT
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· God want to save all kinds of people.
· God wants to use all kinds of people.

· Let’s don’t’ forget the Baby Jesus

Joseph—a Humble Man on a Heavenly Mission

1. The tragedy that marred his life. 

Matthew 1:18–19, HCSB - 18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 19 So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly. 
A. Shocking Discovery 

Matthew 1:18b, HCSB - 18 it was discovered before they came together that she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 
B. Shattered Dreams

Matthew 1:19, HCSB - 19 So her husband Joseph….

C. Sorrowful Decisions
Matthew 1:19, HCSB - 19 So her husband Joseph, being a righteous man, and not wanting to disgrace her publicly, decided to divorce her secretly. 
2. The task that marked his life. 
Matthew 1:20–23, HCSB - 20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will name Him Immanuel, which is translated “God is with us.” 
A. This task involved Divine revelations
Matthew 1:20, NASB95 - 20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying… 
B. The task involved Divine requirements

Matthew 1:20–21, HCSB - 20 But after he had considered these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because what has been conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 
C. The task involved Divine realizations.

Matthew 1:23, NASB95 - 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which translated means, “God with us.” 
Isaiah 7:14, NASB95 - 14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. 
May we never forget that it is from the wreckage                   of our greatest hurts that God often builds us up                 for His greatest blessings.
